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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a privilege to join today in my capacity as President of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) and to welcome you, alongside the Mayor of the Hague and UNICRI’s Director, to this five-year celebration of UNICRI’s Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Robotics.

To many, topics like artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning and neural networks are tremendously complex and very often shrouded in highly technical jargon. But, in essence, what it all boils down to innovation – the process of finding new and creative ways to approach old problems. Thinking outside the box. And that is what UNICRI’s Centre is all about: innovation.
For more than 50 years, UNICRI has worked closely with Member States across the globe to implement programmes and projects in diverse areas of justice, crime prevention and the rule of law. It has become a known and trusted name in these communities. But, as the saying goes, ‘time and tide wait for no man’ (or woman). Our global landscape is ever shifting. We see rising insecurity and terrorism in many parts of the world. The reach of organized crime is expanding to new levels. At the same time, human rights abuses and the exploitation of those in vulnerable positions continue to push or pull many to criminality and violent extremism, in particular in conflict and post-conflict settings. Not to mention cross-cutting challenges such as climate change and climate insecurity. These are persistent and evolving challenges that we face.

I am therefore truly pleased to see UNICRI embrace the exploration of innovative and new approaches to these challenges in the hope of turning the tide. For the past five years, the Centre has served as UNICRI’s innovation arm, developing knowledge and understanding of the most promising technologies of our generation, and the next. As we will soon hear, the Centre has had many successes over its few short years, which have served to position UNICRI as a recognized thought leader of innovation within the realms of justice, crime prevention and the rule of law.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of UNICRI, please allow me to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation in particular to our esteemed host city and host country for their continued support to the Centre, the talented UNICRI staff who make the Centre a reality, and also to all of you for joining us here today. We are truly honoured to have you with us to celebrate the Centre in its mission to keep UNICRI’s work meaningful, relevant and contemporary, as well as ensuring it continues to serve the needs of the international community. 

I thank you and wish you all a pleasant evening of innovation. 

