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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a pleasure to join you today on behalf of the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) for this 5th anniversary celebration of our Centre for AI and Robotics.  It is a delight to see such a strong turnout for our milestone event on a cold winter’s evening.
I would like to echo the remarks of the President of our Board of Trustees: my deepest appreciation, in particular, to the Deputy Mayor of The Hague, Ms. Mariëlle Vavier, and the distinguished representative (TBC) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, for hosting our Centre for the past five years. Without your unwavering support, we would not be here today. We are at home in The Hague – the International City of Peace and Justice – and we look forward to continuing to deepen our ties with both national and local governments, as well as with the city’s growing international community.
Building upon Ambassador Hernandez’s remarks, I would like to reflect upon the important work done at our Centre. After my remarks, we will hear from the Head of the Centre, Mr. Irakli Beridze, whose forward-thinking leadership and vision has made today possible.  He will share some of the Centre’s highlights and successes over the past five years.  But, first, I would like to highlight a key aspect of UNICRI’s approach that makes what we do here so meaningful. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

We live in the technological age. New and emerging technologies are transforming our world: socially, economically, politically, and culturally.  And it is not only AI or blockchain, robotics, the metaverse, or even more established technologies, such as the internet and social media. It is about all the ways these technologies are coming together:  in powerful transformative ways that are rapidly changing how we interact with the world around us.
New and emerging technologies increasingly play a pivotal role in preventing and combatting transnational crime and global security threats. They support the identification and regulation of transnational criminal activity and networks, and they promote practices for a sustainable and inclusive future. 
However, if they are not used appropriately, new and emerging technologies can also hamper fundamental freedoms and infringe human rights, such as the rights to privacy, equality, and non-discrimination. In the hands of bad actors, these technologies can become tools for malicious purposes, such as for crime, violence, or even terrorism, as well as enablers of threats against peace, justice, and security. The potential of emerging technologies is boundless, but the risk of real-world harm is also growing alongside it, and we must remain mindful of both opposing aspects. 
This is why I welcome so much the emphasis UNICRI’s Centre places on the human being. Whether it is in promoting a human rights-based approach to the use of AI in policing, ensuring a human in-the-loop during the use of facial recognition technology, or tending to the very human needs of both investigators and victims of online child sexual exploitation and abuse, our Centre always puts the human at the forefront of our work.
I am extremely proud of what this UNICRI Centre has built over the past five years – much of it in partnership with many of you here this evening. For that and for your contributions, we are grateful. But our work is still just getting started. As Irakli will soon share, we have many ongoing projects and activities and more in the pipeline.  So many countries around the world need the expertise and know-how we develop here in our Centre to prevent transnational crime and security threats.
It is vital that we stay ahead of the curve of potential uses and misuses of new and emerging technologies – because the criminals surely will.  We already need to understand these technologies and identify gaps in legal frameworks or governance systems, so that we can better facilitate investigations and prosecutions to hold criminals and terrorists accountable for their malicious uses of them.  Every day UNICRI’s Centre strives forward, laying the groundwork of knowledge for the entire UN system.   

I would like to conclude by thanking you for honouring us with your presence here today and for your partnership and friendship – past, present, and future. As the United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres, has said: “Together, let us make sure we use artificial intelligence to enhance human dignity and serve the global good”. 
Thank you, and congratulations to the UNICRI Centre for AI and Robotics!
